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delegation in Switzerland, who had gone there to lay wreaths on the
graves of thirty-seven persons killed on April 1 last year when
American bombers missed their location and hit Schaffhausen.

Mr. Currie was quoted as having assured the Major that he would
ask President Roosevelt to take all steps necessary to avoid a repe-
tition of these accidents.

In the following month, March, '45, it was German-occupied
Holland's turn. A United Press item from London in the New
York Times of March 26 tells us that

At least 800 Netherland civilians were killed, 1,000 injured and
some 20,000 left homeless in a bombing by error at The Hague,
German-occupied capital of the Netherlands, by British planes on
March 3, the United Press was informed today.

About one-sixth of the city, which had a prewar population of
495,000, was destroyed, the informant said.

The British Government described the incident as a "deplorable
catastrophe" in replying to a request by the Netherland Government
for an explanation.

Planes of the Royal Air Force's Second Tactical Air Force arrived
over The Hague in the early hours of March 3 for an attack on
nearby launching sites from which the Germans had been sending
V-missiles toward England.

"Because of an error in judgment," the RAF bombs fell wide of
the mark and landed in the heavily populated civilian area, the
British Government informed the Netherland authorities.

The official British inquiry is still proceeding and disciplinary
action will be taken if blame can be established, it was said.

Witnesses who subsequently escaped from the bombed zone de-
scribed the devastation as "horrible/* The situation was aggravated
by the starving and ill condition of the civilian population.

The Hague had never before suffered a major air blow, although
there have been small incidents during the occupation.

Shortly afterward U. S. planes strafed, i.e., machine-gunned
American prisoners of the Germans. A Washington Associated
Press despatch in the New York Times of April 9, '45, says:

Masses of migrating war prisoners in Germany have occasionally
been strafed in mistake by American planes, a War Department
spokesman said last night.